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When the World Is on Fire

When the world is on fire,

we gather.

We gather to watch the flames,

to decipher their patterns,

to bear witness,

to mourn.

We gather in silence to plead,

we gather in the silence to scream.

When the world is on fire,
we listen.

We long to hear the voice
of the dove,

to see her wings in flight.

When the world is on fire,
we gather our pain,

we gather our anger,

our hopelessness,

our despair,

our fear,

and we cast them into

the blaze.

When the world is on fire,
we glow and burn.

We light a pathway

of open hands,

of marching feet,

of eyes that see.

When the world is on fire,
the redwoods sing,

pine cones popping

to release their seeds

to the earth,

and we gather.

We gather to bear witness,
to discern the patterns,

to join the circle,

to share our flame.
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